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TO TRE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
ON THE CHARACTER OF THE WRITINGS OF ST. PAUL. No. Ill.* 


Ix the number immediately preceding the present, it was proposed 
to take a view of the manner observed by St. Paul in the communica- 
tion of that matter, the excellence of which had already been observ- 
ed. The cbscurity generally complained of in his important writings 
was noticed, and it was endeavoured to trace it to the most efficient 
causes. Enough was stated to show that each of the peculiarities of 
style mentioned as observable in these writings was productivé of ob- 
scurify in a greater or less degree. Let it be the present object to 
propose means for overcoming the difficulties thus presented, and to 
display the motives for the diligent employment of these means afford- 
ed by the excellences of the manner of our author. 

The first and most obvious mean—that which must present itself to 
the notice of every one reflecting on the subject—is, the sedulous 
study of the apostles themselves, in the original language, with a care- 
ful attention to the peculiarities of their style. In the original lan- 
guage, because in that alone, the causes of obscurity in many pas- 
sages will appear, and because, in very many instances, that which 
when put into modern dress becomes obscure and difficult, is, to 
one imbued with the genius of the original language, easy of com- 
prehension, nay, often elegant and forcible. The careful attention 
to peculiarity of style, moreover, that is required, must be the effect 
of a constant habit of discriminating observation. It must differ as 
much from the eager quickness of the school-boy, who inscribes every 
little idiomatick variation upon his tablets as an instance of peculiarity 
of style, as from the hasty negligence of the cursory or inattentive 
reader, who discerns nothing characteristick, except it may be an 
occasional something, which he is unable to define, and the origin 
and defects of which he is alike unable to trace. A painful hesi- 
tancy and bewildering ignorance of the most important traits will be 
the consequence of either of these extremes. A careful perusal of 
those who have written upon this subject, and attention to the obser- 
vations of the most judicious criticks, are the best auxiliaries in the 
attainment of such habits of discrimination as are required in judging 
of an author’s style. 

To this end, as well as to one still more important for the obtaining 
a correct’ imtellection of the writings of St. Paul, a repeated perusal! 


* See Notice to Correspondents. 
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of each epistle, taking it as a whole, without regard to modern divi- 
sions, will be found to be exceedingly conducive. It will not only 
tend to impress upon our mind the character, and store up in our 
memory the style, of our author, but it will also be of great assistance 
in attaining a clear idea of the design and argument of the writer. 
The obvious necessity of this rule in the interpretation of any profane 
writer, for example, (as approaching nearest in nature to our subject,) 
the epistles of Cicero, would make it seem impossible that any should 
ever have neglected it in the study of these most important documents. 
Yet experience convinces us that this is the case, and that no small pro- 
portion of the errours and controversies respecting the interpretation 
of the epistles arise from its neglect; from a scrupulous and ridicu- 
lous adherence to the generally received divisions, to the utler con- 
fusion of the argument, and concealment of the drift, of the writing to 
be explained.* Whereas, by a contrary course the student will be- 
come accustomed to extend his attention to the whule of a passage, 
and enabled to drop the adjectitious parts and thus to escape the dan 
ger of considering that as a part of the argument, which was intended 
to be merely additional or explanatory. 

A familiar acquaintance with the Old Testament in the original, and 
with the Septuagint version, will also do much toward explaining the 
obscurities of St. Paul, especially those arising from Hebraistick forms 
of speech, and from the nature of the quotations. For a knowledge of 
Hebraisms * the Septuagint must often be consulted ; and the inter- 

reter should be so familiar with it, as readily to know in what way 
Hebrew expressions are translated into Greek. For as the origin of 
speaking and writing in Greek, concerning sacred things, took its rise 
from that version, so it is evident, that this version must be the basis 
of acquaintance with the Hebrew Greek.”{ Nor can any clear idea 
of the force and amount of proof afforded by a quotation be er nected 
by one who is not so familiar with the book whence it is taken, both 
as respects its matter and its style, as to be able to decide upon the 
sense of the passage when connected with the original context, and to 
determine whet variation in sense is allowed by the original lan- 
guage. 

A careful comparison of the parallelisms, whether real or verbal, 
which occur in the writings of St. Paul, will be of great service to the 
student of his epistles. Their nature, being written in a popular, 
and, in some respects, immethodical manner, their number, and the 
similarity of their subjects and design, render them particularly liable 
to illustration and elucidation by comparison. Frequently the same 
doctrine is treated of in different words or with different degrees of 
copiousness and distinctness ; in such cases, the rea} parallelism is 
serviceable in guiding, as it were, the reader to the true sense of the 


® Numerous instances might be adduced wherein the sense of a passage is totally 
obscured by an injudicious separation of intimately connected clauses. ‘The incon- 
veniences and if effects of a punctilious adherence to this division are displayed 
at length by Locke. Preface to Notes dn the Epistle. pp. 7—15. ed. Lond. 1829. 
+ Stuart’s Ernesti. p. 63. 
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contested passage, or in limiting it to certain bounds, within which 
only the true interpretation must be sought, thus narrowing the field of 
investigation, and consequently diminishing the uncertainty of the 
reader. Still more frequently, however, verbal parallelismms of the 
strictest kind, wherein the same or very similar words are used in the 
same sense in different passages, are of service in elucidating passages 
rendered difficult by obscurity of style. Instances of this are nume- 
rous, especially in the epistles to the Ephesians and Colossians which 
may almost be considered as mutually commenting on each other. 
Lastly, above all, attention to the circumstances of those addressed, 
and a constant recollection of the scope of the writer, will have a ten- 
dency to prevent misinterpretation of parts of these epistles. They : 
will enable the student to discriminate between the original, and the . 
: secondary or apparent application of any passage or argument, and to 
reject that interpretation which, being grounded on an isolated view , 
3 of the subject, is unsupported by, or contrary to, the main argument or 
design of the writer. 
Had these precautions been always carefully observed, it is proba- 
ble that much controversy would have been prevented, and fewer 
apparent diflicuities suggested in these important writings. If due 
attention is bestowed upon them, it is apprehended that little real dif- a 
ficulty will be found in these epistles of St. Paul, nor any important ob- 
stacle to him who would draw from these well springs of salvation. 
Let not, then, the student be discouraged at the enumeration of the 
difficulties to be encountered in these epistles, and the exertions neces- 
sary to overcome them: like every valuable acquisition, they require 
pains and labour for the attainment ; but, unlike most other objects of 
fatiguing enterprise, they will richly repay the expended toil. Inde- 
pendently of the inspired character of these holy treatises, which, of 
itself, would render anxious days and sleepless nights a light thing 
when compared with the inestimable value of a complete understand- 
ing of their contents: independently of this, there is that in their style 
itsell which will amply recompense the trouble of obtaining a compe- 
tent acquaintance with it, As examples of a nervous, invigorating, 
commanding style, they have seldom been equalled, never excelled. 
The instructions they contain are delivered with a simple gravity 
aud concinnity that comands the attention, and is as much superiour 
to the high wrought ornaments of professed rhetoricians as the native 
uncut diamond, to the furbished, glittering paste. Yet are they not 
: deficient in those beauties which captivate the refined taste. Although 
professedly didactick, there are few pieces of composition that afford 
a richer variety of appropriate figure. There is scarcely a species of 
H trope that has been noticed by rhetoricians that may not be found in 
| one part or other of these books, and always in an apposite situation, 
Nor are there wanting instances of a strength of figure only to be 
i equalled by the importance of the sentiment expressed. As such, the 
. cescription of the powerful efficacy of the promises and threats of ' 
| God may be produced. ‘ The word of God is living and energetick, 
and gre culling than any two-edged sword, dividing even to the 
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separation of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, and a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart.””» Again, when the apostle ex- 
presses his desire to be useful even to the death, to his converts ; how 
noble and appropriate to men accustomed to the sacrificial rites is his 
expression! ** Yea, and if I be poured out as a libation (ex¢idop«) 
upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I joy and rejoice with you 
all.” And bow full of affection and exultation is his figurative appel- 
lation of the Philippians ; ‘* My brethren, beloved and longed for, my 
joy and my crown !” 

But it is not in the use of figures only that the excellence of the 
apostle’s style consists. For appropriate diction he is unrivalled, and 
occasionally he rises into a sublimity of expression that carries his 
readers above themselves, and, while it astonishes, convinces or per- 
suades with a delightful violence. 

When he undertakes to describe the goodness of our Maker in pro- 
viding for us~ the means of salvation, the reader is transported with 
gratitude, and overwhelmed with self abasement. When he exulting- 
ly depicts the excellences of the gospel dispensation, he commands 
the enraptured mind, and we are “ lost in wonder, love, and praise !”’ 
When he concisely describes the sufferings, the constancy, the joyous 
triumphing in the midst of tortures, of the primitive propagators of 
Christianity, we acquire a new idea of the human mind; we are 
tempted to imagine the persons he speaks of to be superiour beings, 
and to render them our humble adoration, till recalled by the as- 
surance that it is by the might of the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by the aid of the Holy Spirit, that these holy men so nobly won 
their heavenly crown. When we read his exulting and fervent ex- 
pressions of delight in the gospel, and thankfulness for the glorious 
office of an apostle, how do we feel our hearts burn within us at being 
_permitted by the good providence of God to participate in the privi- 

leges so admirably extolled by the great apostle of the Gentiles. 

Occasionally too, the student of these epistles is at once astonished 

and delighted by a fervency of language unexampled in any other 
writer. Words of the most intense signification are accumulated, and, 
by their very strength, are made to express their weakness when com- 
pared with the inexpressible greatness of their object. Our language 
cannot express the force of xaé’ umseCoany sis vrceCorny aiarion Bagos 
dcéns,* which is but faintly shadowed forth in the translation of an 
eminent critick, ‘‘an excessively exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory.”” Numerous, and some, if possible, still more striking exam- 
ples occur, but cannot be adequately displayed in any, even the best 
translation. Even the ordinary grammatical compounds are not suf- 
ficient for the glowing ideas of the apostle. Thus, wishing to express 
his own utter wortblessness considered in himself, he makes use of a 
comparative, found only in the most exalted sentences of the classick 
authors: egos tw erayicoteg@, not unaptiy rendered by our translators 
# Jess than the least.” 


* 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
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But time would fail me to expatiate upon the beauties of his style, 
the sublimity of his sentiments, the elegance of his figurative expres- 
sions. Let it suffice to say, that the reader of the epistles of St. Paul, 
while the conviction of the divine inspiration of their author must afford 
continual incentive to attention, will derive no inconsiderable portion 
ofhis pleasure from the eloquence of the author, even though he may 
have quitted the pages of a Demosthenes for his perusal.* Nor will 
tbe obscurity in which St. Paul participates with the Grecian orator 
and his illustrious model, be thought in the least sufficient to detract 
from the pleasure and advantage obtained, by him who has a genuine 
taste for majestick eloquence, energetick description, or simple and 
pathetick persuasion. To conclude in the words of St. Chrysostom, 
‘** None was more rude in speech than Paul, yet how hath he gained 
the victory over thousands of philosophers, and stopped the mouths of 
myriads of rbetoricians !” U. U, 


PROM THE RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTER. 
ESSAYS ON THE LITURGY. No. IV. 


REMARKS ON THE SENTENCES OF SCRIPTURE WHICH OPEN THE MORN- 
ING AND EVENING SERVICE. 


A cELEBRATED heathen temple of old was inscribed with the motto, 
Know Thyself, in letters of gold so large, that all who approached it 
might read and be instructed in this great principle of true wisdom. 
Our Christian temples bear no such writing; but they call upon us 
powerfully, though silently, to remember ourselves, and the awful 
character of that Being in whose immediate presence we appear when 
we enter the sanctuary. They would remind us that we are guilty 
and dying creatures, drawing nigh to the ** High and Lofty One that 
inbabiteth eternity, whose name is holy.” Isa. Ivii. 15. They would 
teach us, as it were, to feel with the awe-stricken patriarch, wher he 
saw the vision of Jehovah in Bethel: ‘* How dreadful is this place! 
This is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of hea- 
ven.”’ Gen. xxviii. 17. If the voice proceeded out of the »burning 
bush when Moses approached it, and said, ** Put off thy shoes from off 
thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground,’’ Exod. iii. 
5; if another still small voice met Elijah’s ear, as he stood at the en- 
tering in of the cave in Horeb: if at these solemn manifestations, the 
future leader of Israel put his shoes from off his feet; and the prophet 
wrapped his face in his mantle as unworthy to look upon God; nay, 


* “ St. Paul in some kind and on some subjects, is as eloquent as ever man 
was: notinferiour to Demosthenes or Mschines, or any other anciently most ad- 
mired.” M. Casaubon. On Enthusiasm. p. 188. ed. 1656. 

+“ Videmus autem Paulum pene Thucydidis more brevi, et exili, et confra- 
goso genere orationis uti.” Melancthon. Pref. in Ep. ad Rom. 
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if in that glorious vision which Isaiah beheld of the Divine majesty in 
the temple, the seraphim who stood before the Lord covered their 
faees with twain of their wings, a Christian who sees so much of the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, 
(2 Cor. iv. 6,) should approach him in his house of prayer with those 
lowly and reverential dispositions, which become the creature before 
the Creator, the captive before his Redeemer, the guilty before his 
Judge, and the sinner before his Sanctifier. ‘* Keep thy foot when thou 
guest to the house of God, and be more ready to bear than to offer 
the sacrifice of fools.” (Eccles. v. 1.) 

Such, at least, were the lowly sentiments, which the venerable com- 
pilers of our liturgy endeavoured to impress upon the minds of every 
member of the Church of England, who should draw nigh to God in 
the solemnities of publick worship. They knew that ‘*God was 
greatly to be feared in the congregation of the saints, and to be had in 
reverence of all them that are round about him.” (Ps. Ixxxix. 7.) Ac- 
cordingly they have selected a number of passages from scripture, 
which we cannot read without a full persuasion that they were meant 
to show the necessity of penitence for sin, and the encouragement 
afforded to it by him who hath said, ** To this man will 1 look, even 
to him that is of a poor, and of a contrite spirit, and that trembleth at 
my word.” (Isa. Ixvi. 2.) 

And surely the frailties of our bodies, and the infirmities of our na- 
ture, the defects of our faculties, and the misery that cleaves both to 
body and soul, should humble us in the presence of God. Especially 
we should remember that he who pities our miseries is of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity, and hates sin with a perfect hatred ; that he 
who caused the leper to be banished out of the city, admitted the 
lame man to the beautiful gate of the temple. Joshua himself could 
not be heard until the sin of Israel was taken away. It was to no 
purpose that he lay on his face before God, while the accursed thing 
remained concealed in the camp. (Josh. vii. 10, &c.) 

Our spiritual guides have therefore given us these short admonitions 
from the word of Gad, lest we should stumble at the very threshold, 
and draw to God in vain with our lips, ** since tbe sacrifice of the 
wicked is an abomination to the Lord, and the prayer of the upright 
only is his delight.”’ (Prov. xv. 8.) The Psalmist has testified to the 
solemn truth, and said, * If | regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will 
not hear me.”” (Ps, Ixvi. 13.) Isaiah has declared that our iniquities 
separate between us and our God, and that our sins hide his face from 
us that he will not hear. (Is. lix. 2.) The blind man whose eyes aud 
heart the SAviour had opened, assured the unbelieving council of 
the Jews, that God heareth not sinners. (Jobn ix. 31.) And the rea- 
sonableness of these declarations is manifest. He who loves sin in his 
heart must draw nigh to God with a guilly mockery, when be pro- 
fesses to ask deliverance from its powers and penalty, He accuses 
himself of that which he willingly committed, and which he wil re- 
peat with the first convenient opportunity. He asks for that which 
he bopes the Alinighty will not give, and if the Lord be jealous of his 
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honour, and indignant at such a profanation of his name, such a dis- 
honour of his perfections, and such an insult to his goodness, the im- 
penitent man must provoke a curse when he would ask a blessing, 
and his prayer must be turned into sin. 

To save us from this awful condemnation, and to make us pray in 
the spirit of the publican’s abasement, ‘* God be merciful to me a sin- 
ner,’ God himself has been introduced by the framers of our liturgy, 
speaking to us in his holy word, and exhorting us to that contrition 
and sorrow for sin, without which we cannot be beard, but shall surely 
perish. And as the voice of God brought Adam to repentance when 
it pierced his guilty ear amidst the shades of paradise, (Gen. iii. 9,) 
the same voice is introduced, addressing us ; and well does it demand 
to be heard and obeyed by every one who remembers the character 
of the speaker; his power to pardon or to punish, to save or to 
destroy. 

The composers of the liturgy have shown great judgment in the 
choice of these sentences. They have walked like skilful physicians 
in the garden of God, which is stored with remedies of every kind, 
and they have gathered such as seemed most suitable and useful. 
They have chosen many, yet they leave it to the discretion of the 
minister to apply, as an appointed physician of souls, such as he may 
deem most useful, only demanding that one or more should be used 
before the general exhortation to prayer. So various are the dispo- 
sitions of men, so different the frame of mind in which many worsbip- 
pers must be found, when assembled together, and indeed in which 
the same worshipper is found at different times, that various passages 
out of the word of God were necessary, in order to speak a word in 
¢eason, which might be applicable to every man’s business and bosom. 
‘The ignorant, the negligent, the obdurate, the confident, the fearful, 
may here find some passage of God’s holy word adapted to their con- 
dition ; and experience it to be “profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness.”? (t Tim. iii. 16.) 

A short examination and arrangement of these sentences will serve 
to show us the propriety of the selection, and the good effects which, 
under the divine blessing, they are calculated to produce. 

I. Support to the fearful. 

** Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.” (Ps. 
li. 9.) % Enter not into judgment with thy servant, O Lord, for in 
thy sight shall no man living be justified.” (Ps. cxliii. 2.) “O Lord, 
correct me, yet with judgment, not in thine anger, lest thou bring me 
to nothing.” (Jer. x. 24.) 

Il. Consolation to the doubting and desponding. 

‘** The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and a con- 
trite beart, O God, thou wilt not despise.” (Ps. li. 17.) ‘* To the 
Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have re- 
belled against him; neither have we obeyed the voice of the Lord our 
God, to walk in his laws, which he set before us.” (Dan. ix. 9, 10.) 
s J will arise and goto my father, and will say unto him, Father, I 
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have sinned against heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy 
to be called thy son.’’ (Luke xv. 18, 19.) 
IM. Instruction to the ignorant, 

‘* If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us; but if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to for- 
give us our sins, and to cleanse from all unrighteousness.”” (1 John i. 
8, 9.) ‘* When the wicked man turneth away from the wickedness 
that he hath committed, and doeth that which is lawful and right, he 
shall save his soul alive.”? (Ezek. xviii. 27.) 

IV. Admonition to the negligent. 

“I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.” 

Ps. li. 3.) ** Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
(Matt iii. 2.) 
V. Caution to the formal. 

** Rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord 
your God ; for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and of great 
kindness, and repenteth him of the evil.” (Joel ii. 13.) 

Such are the sentences with which the minister ot the Church of 
England is enjoined to commence the devotions of the congregation. 
They have been wisely selected. It they are attentively heard, 
marked, learned, and inwardly digested with earnest prayer to the 
Giver of all grace for a blessing, they will not have been chosen in 
vain. They are calculated, through the gracious mediation of our In- 
tercessor and Advocate, Jesus Christ, to produce within us humble 
and holy dispositions, which must make the words of our mouths, and 
the meditations of our hearts, acceptable in his sight, who is our 
Strength, and our Redeemer, (Ps. xix. 14.) 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


CALUMNIES IN THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW. 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 340.) 


But such humane exertions were by no means confined to the bishops. 
‘* From observation and experience of facts,’”’ says the bishop, “ I can 
testify, that, at that period, especially in the districts where such in- 
strumentality was most needful, the clergy in general were instant in 
season and out of season, to meet every emergency. As collectors 
and distributors of bounty ; as purveyors of food, as parcellers of em- 
ployment, as overseers of labour, on roads, in bogs, in publick works, 
——by their exertions in these and similar departments, the Irish pea- 
santry of those deserted districts (under Providence) were saved from 
famine, and its attendant pestilence, and I would hope, were formed to 
permanent habits of industry, morality, and grateful feeling. 

** For these labours of our clergy did not cease with the emergency 
of 1822, English bounty had been not merely full, but overflowing; 
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and hence, the London committee were enabled to make provision, in 
the ten most distressed counties of Ireland, for lasting improvement. 
In each of these counties, a considerable fund has been appropriated, 
under the management of a board of trustees, for the promotion of in- 
dustry, chiefly in the way of charitable loans ; and here the parochial 
clergy are among the best co-operators. ‘They exert themselves to 
encourage the cultivation of flax; to superintend the manufacture of 
wheels ; to distribute with their own hands the implements so maau- 
factured ; to pay domiciliary visits, for the purpose of observing and 
ascertaining the progress of industry ;—and this, not as it might be in an 
English parish, through the collected and concentrated population of a 
village, perhaps, and its small surrounding territory, but through bogs, 
across mountains, over miles of scarcely accessible country, swarming 
with « distressed population. I can lay my finger, not only on pa- 
rishes, but districts in Munster, where the judicious exertions of the 
parochial clergy are absolutely creating manufacture, and giving new 
spring and alacrity to the people. Missionaries of civilization, they 
are, inthis way, preparing for the social, and moral, and, ultimately, 
the religious improvement, of a most improveable population. These 
things | state not on my own sole authority: I appeal to the publish- 
ed report of the Irish Distress Committee. I appeal also to the Com- 
mons’ report on the state of the Irish poor, now on the table of this 
house. ‘The fact is, that publick attention is beginning to be fixed upon 
the clergy, in a more just, and more favourable point of view, than 
heretofore. Improvements are taking place in the body ; and those 
improvements will continue progressive. I pledge myself that the 
clergy, the improving clergy of Ireland, will be found the best instru- 
ments by which to raise the character, to better the condition, and to 
increase the availableness for all nationa! purposes, of that country, 
now, perbaps, a burden, but hereafter, we will hope, a strength, a 
bulwark, a fortress of the empire.”’ pp. 78—80. 

These services of the parochial clergy were not occasional, not 
temporary, not the mere result of fermentitious fervour. ‘* In the 
midst of hindrances and obstructions to general improvement, which 
they could not remove, the Irish clergy have, during a long course of 
years, been exercising the most unobtrusive, but the most beneficial 
influence. Hospitals, dispensaries, alms-houses, charitable institu- 
tions of every kind, have by them been visited, inspected, regulated, 
founded ;—kept alive, | may say, either by their own funds, or by 
funds raised through their exertions. Frequently their own houses 
are dispensaries for the neighbouring peor. I know a clergyman, 
with a good benefice, but a large family, who denied himself even the 
most moderate use of wine, that he might bestow it on the poor sick 
persons of his neighbourhood. In country parishes, indeed, the parish 
minister is often a sort of universal agent for the poorer population ; 
the intercessor with their landlords, the writer of their letters, the re- 
coverer of their lost or embezzled property. The uneducated part of 
my eountrymen, though shrewd and talented, are, in worldly business, 
singularly helpless; many, for example, have had near relatives in 
47 GOSPEL ADVOGATE, VOL, IT, 
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the army and navy, whose effects, at their death, they are at a loss to 
procure ; many have bad friends, adventurers on the continent or in 
America, from whom property has rightfully descended to them; the 
lrish having, from unhappy circumstances, been a migratory people. 
In such cases, the poor have, too frequently, been the prey of hire- 
ling scribes ; sometimes, it must be feared, of a class raised somewhat 
higher in life, who avail themselves of the simple-hearted, unsuspect- 
ing confidence reposed ia them, to commit the basest and most un- 
pardonable frauds. But a resource is at hand in the parochial cler- 
gy: they write letters for these poor people to the war-oflice and the 
navy-oflice ; they aid them with their counsel ; they investigate and 
advocate their claims ; and when those claims, as it often will happen, 
are fanciful, they induce them to relinquish vain expectations, and 
industriously to apply themselves to their proper business. In fact, 
the clergy are often the sole protectors of the people.’ pp. 81, 82. 

There are two-great social evils in Ireland which the Bishop men- 
tions, as alleviated and corrected by the clergy. ‘The first is familiar- 
lv called jobbing. It’is caused by unprincipled managers, who convert 
to their own private advantage as much as possible of the money 
granted for publick uses. The clergy, from education, from habit, 
from principle, and from religious conscientiousness, being above such 
practices themselves, are anxious to check and counteract these prac- 
tices in others. In proof of this the Bishop appeals to the people 
themselves. ‘* Who, in this particular,’ he asks, ‘‘ are their best 
friends ? Who most honourable in all publick concerns? Who most 
high-minded and inflexible in the management of publick works, roads, 
bridges, buildings,—all those undertakings, in a word, which are no- 
toriously the most fertile sources of county jobbing, and of unprinci- 
pled exactions on the farming population? The answer would almost 
invariably be—the protestant parochial clergy.” p. 91. 

The other evilis the harsh, overbearing, tyrannical manner in which 
the Irish peasantry are commonly addressed. 

* They seem to be considered an inferiour race of beings; and this 
unfeeling disregard is shown to them by men, but a few degrees their 
superiours in worldly circumstances, and not at all above, but often 
below them, in intellectual and moral worth. ‘The mischiefs are in. 
calculable, which result from such a relation,—the relation of the op- 
pressor and oppressed,—between the classes so continually brought 
into contact; but the one great and overwhelming mischief is, that 
sense of insult and contumely, which festers in the heart of a proud, 
sensitive, and high-spirited people. That the clergy have universally 
escaped the contagion of this unhappy manner, (for in the better-edu- 
cated ranks of life, it is commonly no more than manner,) Ido by no 
means assert. But this I will say, that in general, they are mild, ap- 
proachable, and conciliatory; using towards the humbiest of the peo- 
ple, that unaffected courtesy of address, which the lrish, above all peo- 
ple in the world, are perhaps the best qualified to appreciate. ‘They 
value the manner more than the matter, of kindness. ‘The most lavish 
bounty, if not gracious, would not to them be acceptable. Ifa man 





















































1824. ] Calumnies in the North American Review. 371 


were te give the whole substance of his house for their love, it would 
be utterly contemned. It is affection only that can elicit their affec- 
tion. And here I speak from certain knowledge when I say, that the 
clergy, by a thousand acts of nameless kindness, by sympathy of man- 
ner, by cordiality of address, by bare ordinary civility in daily in- 
tercourse, win the hearts of this impressible people. Exceptions, in- 
deed, (I have already admitted,) may and will be found. But the 
exceptions are most rare; in the rising generation of our clergy, I 
scarcely know of one.” pp. 92, 93. 

‘* Thus far,”? continues the Bishop, ‘‘ I have stated what I know 
and can prove to be the simple truth of the case: but | am aware 
that very different representations have gone forth,—have been largely 
and industriously circulated. There has been a systematick scheme, 
set on foot, I verily believe, by a few individuals only, to degrade the 
Irish clergy in character, that they may the more readily be plun- 
dered in property. Rare and insulated instances of clerical miscon- 
duct have been selected, published, reiterated in every form; the 
exception has been substituted for the rule ; the fault of the individual 
has been charged upon the body.” p. 94. 

** Assuredly, the protestant clergy in Ireland are not odious to the 
people. On the contrary, | believe in my conscience, and I know 
from a thousand proofs, that, when the people are le(t to the free ex- 
ercise of their judgment, and the natural flow of their affections, the 
clergy, as individuals, and as a body, are among the most popular, if 
not entirely the most popular, members of society. But whether they 
be the most popular, or nearly the most popular class, is not the ques- 
tion; it is whether they be odious and detestable to ythe people of 
Ireland ; and, on this point, were it practicable, I could fearlessly 
appeal to the people of lreland themselves. But why need I appeal 
beyond these walls? Petitions lie upon the table of your lordships’ 
house, signed by multitudes of Irish Roman Catholicks, in the least pro- 
testant parts of Munster, praying that they may have more protestant 
clergymen sent to reside among them,”” pp. 95, 96. 

‘*{ know a parish, which, from peculiar circumstances not within 
the control of the bishop, was for several months left vacant, and un- 
provided with a resident minister. ‘The population were predomi- 
nantly Roman catholick ; and they had an excellent pastor of their 
own communion ; but still, they absolutely felt as sheep without a 
shepherd, and were yearning for a protestant clergyman. 

‘‘In the unhappy year 1798, in the county of Tipperary, in a 
most disturbed parish, from whence the gentry had fled, one person 
stood his ground, safe, unmolested, uninjured, though unarmed ;—he 
was the protestant vicar of the parish. The very rebels came in a 
body, and requested permission, without payment, to gather in his 
harvest. Why? Purely from affection; certainly not from a com- 
munity of political feeling ; for a more loyal subject did not, and does 
not breathe, than this clergyman. 

“ In the county of Limerick, in the most unquiet district of it,—the 
very focus ef insurrection; an insurrection caused by the state ol 
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absentee lay-property, less than two years ago, the few resident gentry 
had their houses garisoned, their windows bricked up, candles burn- 
ing at noon-day, centinels posted at their doors; they could not so 
much as walk into their shrubberies unattended by armed protectors. 
In this very district, within a stone’s cast of those garrisoned and bar- 
ricadoed houses, during the disturbances of 1821 and 1822, resided 
the clergyman of the parish, a dignitary of the diocese ; his house un- 
guarded, his doors unprotected, his windows open, no arms, no unu- 
sual precaution, his rides and walks uninterruptedly continued,—and 
he suffered not the least violence, not the slightest insult; a twig of 
his property was not injured; he was as free from apprehension, as 
if his residence had been in Palace-yard.. These facts I learned, I 
may say witnessed, on the spot; and on my giving the clergyman 
credit for his conduct, his modest reply was,— | cannot take credit 
to myself for any thing remarkable, | merely treated the people with 
common civility and kindness ; and, when they were sick, was ready 
to give them a little wine.’ 

‘“* The fact is, that, in various instances, the protestant clergy by 
their influence kept away disturbance, or suppressed it when it had 
found entrance ; or if, from causes too deeply-rooted in the frame of 
society, the evil had risen beyond their power of conciliation,—one 
exempt spot, one oasis in the desert, one place of refuge, one Zoar 
was to be seen athwart the burning plain ;—the glebe and the glebe- 
house of the protestant parish minister.” pp. 96-—98. 

Now, when it is recollected that these statements are made under 
the consciousness of the greatest and most solemn responsibilities, in the 
presence of the collective wisdom and knowledge of the British nation, 
by a man who is acknowledged to be a most distinguished ornament of 
his order, not only for his abilities and learning, but for guileless integrity 
and almost ascetick piety ; when all this is recoliected, how we help 
feeling indignant at the wanton vituperation of the North American 
Reviewer? “ A profligate hierarchy! An incubus!” Can the Re- 
viewer have measured the force of his language? Nothing would jus- 
tify such epithets, but the most overwhelming evidence of guilt and 
vileness. 

The North American Review gave at ils outset a pledge to the pub- 
lick, that its pages should preserve a strict neutrality with regard to 
religion. This pledge, as it regards the Episcopal Church, it has not 
redeemed. In the review of Tudor’s Letters on the Eastern States, it 
indulged itself in a most gratuitous attack upon forms of prayer. And 
in several subsequent instances, in a manner less direct, and with a 
more cautious and covert aim, it has flung its gibes. 

In the present instance, we may say of it as Bishop Jebb has said 
of English radicals in their printed libels upon English Episcopacy ; 
‘¢ The warfare is now but transferred to Ireland: the principle, the 
motive, the object, are the same. In the present outcry, ‘ more ts 
meant than meets the ear.’”? The present editor has distinguished 
himself as a Unitarian polemick, and particularly by his attack upon 
the American Protestant Episcopal Church. Such animosity is not 
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dead and cannot slumber, He cannot with any decency make the 
same attacks upon the Episcopal Church in this country which were 
made in the Christian Disciple or the Unitarian Miscellany, but he 
can so aim his shaits at the Protestant Episcopacy of England or Ire- 
land, as to make them glance and wound the Protestant Episcopacy 
of America. It is a little curious to witness the combination in the 
present instance, of two polemicks, one a Roman Catholick, the other 
a Unitarian, in the unhallowed warfare against the Protestant estab- 
lishment of Ireland. Herod and Pontius Pilate are this day made 
friends. And what has thus joined them together? Bishop Jebb has 
furnished us with a clue. It is, that from the influence of Protestant 
Episcopacy in Irelaud, Unitarianism has not there dared to rear its 
head, and popery, though professed by the majority, is confined princi- 
pally to the ignorant and least influential, Of the Irish divines of the 
present day, “1 shall name,”’ says the Bishop, ‘‘ three: Dr. Hales, 
in learning and labour a man of other centuries, when, to use the lan- 
guage of our good old king, there were giants in the land; Dr. Graves, 
the defender of the Mosaick economy, and the assertor of apostolick 
truth and soberness; and Archbishop Magee, who gave a deadly 
wound to the heresy of Socinus, nor in IRELAND, FOR THERE IT Has 
NOT DARED TO REAR ITS HEAD, but in this country: and the English 
clergy, and the English people will not readily forget, that to an Irish 
divine they are indebted for the best exposure extant of heretical prac- 
tices upon the text of the sacred volume.” p, 57. 

Se much for the influence of Protestant Episcopacy upon Unitarian- 
ism. As to its influence upon popery, the following remarks will show 
clearly the reason of Bishop England’s hostility, and the hostility of 
every ultra-Romanist. 

** [t has, indeed, been argued, from the alleged precedent and ex- 
ample of Scotland, that the church establishment in Ireland should un- 
dergo a thorough alteration. But this is no example; it isno prece- 
dent. In Scotland, the main difference was in discipline and govern- 
ment ; a difference, indeed, which, on many accounts, I hold to be of 
vast importance ; but still, a difference between one mode, and another 
mode, of the reformed faith. But in Ireland, the question is of quite 
another kind; it is, whether we are to have a reformed church at all. 
Nor can this be accounted a trivial question, or one which concerns, (as 
some would studiously inculcate,) a mere handful of our population. In 
PROPERTY, IN TALENT, AND IN KNOWLEDGE, THE PROTESTANTS OF 
IRELAND RANK VASTLY BEYOND THEIR NUMERICAL STRENGTH ; but in 
numbers, they are generally much under-calculated. I will just ad- 
vert to one statement, lately made in another house, that there are 
but thirteen, or fourteen hundred protestants, in the whole diocese of 
Waterford. Now, by a return for which | am indebted to the bishop 
of that diocese, I can affirm, that, in the city of Waterford, there are 
thirteen hundred communicants, and upwards. Reckoning, therefore, 
the proportion of the communicants, to the non-communicants, as one 
to six, we shall have, not in the diocese at large, but in the city alone, a 
population of above nine thousand souls, adhering te the Established 
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Church. The protestants throughout Ireland, including the presbyte- 
rians, have been computed by the honourable member for the county 
of Louth, at 1,840,000. And it ought to be known, that the presby 
terians in Ireland, unlike the dissenters of this country, are on most 
friendly terms with the Church ; that they grow up under its shadow ; 
frequently attend its worship; and not uncommonly train up their 
sons, not only as lay-members of it, but as clergymen.” pp. 111, 112. 

In considering all questions relative to a church establishment in 
any other part of the world, the American reader ought to be very 
cautious how he argues upon abstract principles of right. The ques- 
tion whetber religion can exist in this country without an establish- 
ment is, on the authority of the North American Reviewer himself, a 
question not yet decided. The experiment is still going on, and we 
are yet to see what will be the result. But if we assume that 
all church establishments are unlawful in themselves, though it may 
be a good reasofi why they should not be begun, it is no reason why 
they shouid suddenly be destroyed. Even our most rigid moralists 
reason thus with regard to the most tremendous evil that has ever visit. 
ed a nation—Negro slavery. Let us beware then, of attacking the 
established institutions of other countries ; and especially let us be- 
ware of doing so, till we are qualified to throw the first stone. And 
with regard to the state of Ireland in particular, let it be remembered, 
that the question is not, whether all shall have equal religious rights, 
but whether popish or protestant Episcopacy shall be established, or 
whether the peasantry of the country shall pay a proportion of their 
rent to the church or to their lay-landlords. If the tithes are abolish- 
ed, the peasantry will be no better off than they are at present ; for 
they will have to pay a proportionate increase of rent to the landed 
proprietors, a great part of whom it will be recollected, are absentees. 
In fact, their condition would be worse, for of all landlords the eccle- 
siastical are confessedly the most indulgent. If, on the other hand, 
the tithes are not abolished, but paid to the Roman Catholick clergy, 
the peasantry would, in that case, pay part of their rent in kind, to 
support a church which a majority of the landed proprietors ‘ be- 
lieve,” in the language of the Reviewer, ‘‘to be contrary to scripture 
and truth.” Thus do these attempts at reform, shift, but not remove 
the evil. We had better, therefore, in this country, attend to our own 
concerns, instead of finding fault with those of our neighbours. Even 
the North American Reviewer would do well to be governed by this 
rule. He had better not meddle with what he considers the profli- 
gate hierarchy. It will be a much better employment if he endea- 
vours to remove the incubus which rests upon his own bosom. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


I nave just returned, Mr. Editor, from the convention of this diocese, 
held in Portland, Maine. A few thoughts which occurred to me 
while there, I take the liberty of submitting for your inspection. 
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Should you deem them worthy of insertion in the Gospel Advocate, 
they are at your disposal. 

By reason of unfavourable weather, “only a small number of the 
inhabitants of the place attended the publick exercises ; but those who 
were present of various religious denominations, bore ample testimony 
to the solemnity and good effect of our services. ‘The united sacrifice, 
which was presented on the altar of the Lord, could not fail to remind 
them of the union of bearts and services, that will exist in a happier 
world. The members of our communion were animated and strength- 
ened in their Christian course. They were renewedly impressed 
with the excellency of our institutions, and the devotional fervour of 
our liturgy. The presence and labours of our venerable Bishop 
powerluily engaged their feelings and warmed their hearts. The 
friends of Zion will ever rejoice to hear of the extension of the 
Church in that part of the Lord’s vineyard. 

The members of the Episcopal Church in this diocese have pecu- 
liar reasons for assembling annually in convention. They are scat- 
tered over a wide extent of territory, and, except in our most populous 
places, have, on other occasions, but little intercourse with each 
other. Liable as we are to repeated discouragements, the society of 
our brethren and friends is admirably calculated to inspire us with 
new vigour. We return to our respective places of residence with 
additional experience of the goodness of the Lord ; we are prompted 
to more ardent and successful exertions. But salutary as has been 
the influence of our meetings; it may be doubted, whether all the 
advantages have resulted from them, which they are capable of pro- 
ducing. There can scarcely be a greater cause of regret, than that 
they should be attended by so few of the laity. We need the wis- 


_ dom, talents, piety, and experience of those in different walks of life, 


to suggest and carry into effect the best measures for promoting the 
prosperity of the Church. Our lay brethren have evinced in many 
instances a laudable zeal and liberality in endowing churches and 
seminaries ; but, with reference to their presence and advice in our 
publick councils, they may have been too fearful of letting their “ light 
shine in the world.”” This inconvenience we desire to prevent; and 
venture to suggest, that a local habitation is desirable for our con- 
ventions. Let a place be selected where the greatest number can 
conveniently assemble, and a more punctual attendance may be se 
cured. Our Church will assume a firmer and more commanding atti- 
tude. There will bea rallying point where all her energies may be 
exerted. The strength of the whole body will be increased, by com- 
municating the genial influence of a more healthful action to every 
member. | 
We would further suggest the expediency of forming a diocesan 
missionary society, to aid the weak and destitute churches in the dio- 
cese ; whose directors should be appointed by the convention, and 
annually report to the same their proceedings. A discourse might be 
delivered during the sittings of each convention with. particular refe- 
rence to the objects of the society, and a collection taken to advance 
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the same benevolent purpose. An agent might be appointed to visit 
the churches, and invite their respective members to contribute of their 
subs! ace to the promotion of so laudable an ‘object. ‘That other 
facilities might be afforded to such a society, let the parochial reports 
of all the churches in the diocese be made to the convention, and the 
reports from feeble and destitute churches state explicitly their situa- 
tion as it respeets their ability for supporting publick worship, their 
future. prospects, and every circumstance which would aid the society 
in the distri#ution of its charities. We could by these means obtain 
a complete view of the relative state of our churches, and mingle to- 
gether our joys and our sorrows. The different states which compose 
the convention would find in such a society a friend and patron. It 
would draw closer the bond of union between them, and be likely to 
excite a deeper interest in the prosperity of the Church. 

Are the members of the Episcopal Church prepared to admit, 
that they have no important object to secure, no interest in extending 
those principles to which they have cordially yielded their assent, 
and which they believe to be of divine authority? The example of 
our dissenting brethren is eminently calculated to remind us, that we 
have a responsible duty to perform. Shall we permit them to dis- 
tance us in the Christian race? Of what avail will be the excellence 
of our government, the solemnity of our worship, and the purity of 
our faith, if we are unmindful of the wants of those, who wish to 
enjoy the same blessings, but are destitute of the means ? ‘ Charity 
begins at home ;’” but having warmed those in her immediate vicini- 
ty, she will not coldly say to those who are more remote, ‘* Be ye 
warmed and filled.”” Her cheering influence will be extended to all 
who hold with us a common faith, and wish to be refreshed by the 
same ordinances. L. 


ADVERSARIA. 


Waat is Man? Man is a complex being, resusens vresacis, a tripar- 
lite person ; or a compound creature made up of three disiinct parts, 
viz. the body, which is the earthly or mortal part of him; the soul, 
which is the animal or sensitive part ; and the spirit or mind, which is 
the rational and immortal part. This doctrine, I think, is established 
beyond all dispute, not only by experience, but by authorily. It was 
received by almost all the ancient philosophers. ‘The Pythagoreans ; 
as we learn from Jamblicus, vid. Protrept. pp. 34, 35. The Platonists ; 
as appears from Nemesus, Sallust, and Laertius, vid. Di Laertius, lib. 
3,p. 219. The Stoicks; as appears from Antoninus, who saith ex- 
pressly, ** There are three things which belong to a man; the body, 
the soul, and the mind. And as to the properties of the division, sen- 
sation belongs the body, appetile to the soul, and reason to the mind,” 
rams Lorn, veg, Capcdlos airbyres, Yoyns ocuat vs Oorvymala, lib. iii. 
§ 16. lib. ii. § 2. lib. xii. $3. It appears also to have been the 








opinion of most of the fathers, vid. Irenwus, lib. v. cap. ix. lib. ii. 
cap. xxxiii. Ed. Par. Clem. Alex. Strom. iii. p.542, Ed. Oxon. Origen. 
Philocal. p. 8. Ignat. Ep. ad Philadelph. ad calcem., See also Jo- 
seph. Antiq. lib. ‘i. cap. ii. p. 5 Constitut Apostol. lib. vii. cap xxxiv. 
But above all these is the authority of scripture, which, speaking of 
the original formation of man, mentions the three distinct parts of his 
nature ; Gen. ii. 7, viz. the dust of the earth, or the body ; the living 
soul, or the animal and sensitive part ; and the breath of life,i. e. the 
spirit or rational mind. In like manner, the Apostle Paul divides the 
whole man into (ro wvevma, » Yuyn, xat To cwux.) the spirit, the soul, 
and the body, 1 Thess. v. 23; and what he calls wvsduea he cails 8s, 
Rom. vii. 24, the word which Antoninus uses to denote the same 
thing. They who would see more of this, may consult Nemesius de 
Natura Hominis, cap. i. and Whiston’s Prim Christ. vol. iv. p. 262. 

All the observations [I shall make hereupon is, that this considera- 
tion may serve to soften the prejudices of some against the account 
which scripture gives us of the mysterious manner of the existence of 
the divine nature; of which every man (as created in the image of 
God) carries about him a kind of emblem, in the threefold distinction 
of his own; which, if be did not every minute find it by experience 
to be a fact, would doubtless appear to him altogether as mysterious 
and incomprehensible as the scripture doctrine of the Trinity. ‘* Ho- 
mo habet tres partes, spiritum, animam, et corpus; itaque homo est 
imago S. S. Trinitatis.”?” August. Tractat. de Symbolo—NMason on 
Self Knowledge, Part I. ch. 2. 





THE GOSPEL OFFERED, NOT FORCED UPON MANKIND,—T he influence 
of the gospel is of a moral nature. It does not break in on the consti- 
tution of the human mind by any necessitating and irresistible power. 
Men are left to judge of its nature and qualities by the common lights 
of the understanding ; and it is in the power of the will to resist its 
evidence. If the faculties were controlled by its force, there could be 
no merit in yielding to its influence. It would cease to be a moral 
means of conversion, if it left no exercise for the judgment, and no 
choice for the will. As so much depends on a man’s own conduct, in 
order to constitute him a moral agent, a subject of rewards and punish- 
ments, we cannot conceive any scheme that would necessarily prevent 
the admission, and, in some situations, the prevalence of errour, without 
a total alteration in the plan of moral government. The faculties that 
may be employed to a good purpose, are liable to be perverted to a 
bad one. Divine wisdom from time to time corrects and restrains the 
abuses that arise from their mismanagement; but to prevent them alto. 
gether, would require such a perpetual intervention of a miraculous 
power, and such a constant bias irresistibly preponderating over the 
mind, as would destroy the very design of the gospel, which is in- 
tended to produce a voluntary service by moral motives ; and not a 
necessary effect by a constraining and irresistible impulse.—Ihite’s 
Bamptom Lecture Sermons. Notes, pp. iii. iv. 

43 GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL. IV. 


1824,] Adversaria—The Gospel offered, not forced upon Mankind. 377 




















eS 





SSE 


ts 
= 





en SS a a = ~>+ 


= < 
= 


ons. ee ne ir on ee Doe 
me - a. + aa 


wort cai PAE cee i cs 
a > =e 
ee 
































Poetry—K lopstock’s Messiah. 
































FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


EXTRACT FROM THE MESSIAH. 
BOOK II. 


Translated from the original German of Klopstock. 
(CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 320.) 


Meanwni te had Adramelech, with his lord, 
Almost the earth approach’d. Silent they went, 
Each wrapt in self; and first the subject-fiend 
Beheld the world in gathering darkness near. 

And art thou here? (he said within himself 

While thoughts roll’d o’er him a8 the ocean waves 
When first they brought to view of triple worlds 
Thee, distant land, America.) ’Tis here, 
Utter’d the baleful fiend, that, when remov’d 
Satan the heaven-combatant, stand thrones 

I long have coveted ; where | shall reign 

Creator of the wicked, sole in power. 

Yet only thee? Why scale not those bright stars, 
That flit so blessed by me through the heavens ? 

O yes! There, too, shall death reign; from one orb 
Ev’n to the distant other shall be kill 

Within the Thunderer’s view! Then, would I not, 
Like Satan singly choose. No! ‘neath my touch 
Myriads, whole worlds, should die and be extinct! 
I] would look on with rapture, as they lay 
Writhing ’neath ever sharp’ning agonies. 

Then all triumphant sit me down ; or here, 

Or midst eternity, and joy to see 

Myself and death alone. And then I’d gaze, 
With eye exulting, on thine endless grave, 

O Nature, where lay pil’d my victims high ; 

And fiendship laugh ; and let the Eternal form, 

If it so pleas'd bim, other creatures out 

The universal tomb ; those in like wise, 

Through cunning or vast enterprise, destroy ; 
And other worlds mislead and crush again ! 

Thus Adramelech aims. Delightful thought ! 

O may’st thou but succeed! Ha! shall I find 

A death for spirits: shall through me be kill’d, 
For ever kill’d, and made a thing of naught, 
Satan the lord of hell ; and I perform 

No more a servile, second office neath him! 

O mighty spirit, that my bosom now 
Inspirest, give me powers to crush them all, 
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All our rebellious train: Give, or I curse thee, 
And would I could annihilate! Or grant, 
Sullen ’mongst spirits, my desire, or yield 

The sway thou holdest o’er my soul. ! go, 
Yes, I will speed to summon up my thoughts, 
Numerous as gods, and give them edge to kill. 
’Tis now the time that I have longed for, 

Ev’n since eternities, a time to act ; 

Haply deceive the soul of Satan ; now, 

When our robb’d realm of heaven has sent below 
A Mediator of mankind (to prove, 

So my soul hopes, its fall eventual.) 

And Satan sure is not deceiv’d for man, 

Since Adam hath known best to prophecy 

And all have told Messias: O, ’tis so! 

Once Satan vanquished, all hell shall rise 

And offer me its throne; or what, still more 
My godliness desires, what more shall suit 
Thy soul, O Adramelech ; it will be 

To murder Satan ere Messias. This, 

O this shall end eternal servitude. 

*T will be the first of those bright deeds through which, 
Arch-monarch of the gods I hope to rise. 

Satan, ’tis hard for thee to butcher God, 

To butcher ev’n corporeal. Yes, to thee 

(Perchance thou may’st achieve it) 1 will leave 

Such secondary office, ere thou beest 

A nameless thing which winds shall round disperse. 
But, ’tis to me that’s left the nobler part 

To kill, annihilate the soul. Do thou 

Strew the corporeal dust along thine hell! 

Thus finish’d the infernal spirit ; be 

Who dar’d to threaten God. Jehovah heard 

Th’ insulting wretch, and paus’d to view his works. 
Unmark’d, upona cloud which ‘neath his tread 
Was pitchiest night, revolved Adramelech, 

With front ire-glowing, his tremendous thoughts. 
Yet soon the rush of the quick-turning world, 
Now doubling with the darkness, woke him up 
From out those dreams so wild and measureless. 
Sullen he look’d around ; then join’d himself 
To his companion. On they went, ’mid storms, 
Toward the Olive mount, the Christ to seek. 

So rush two mighty chariots, from the height 

Of mountains, sent by warriour train against 
Some fearless leader in the vale below. 

With wildest clangour roll they on, o’er rocks 
And scatter’d trunks ; and, frightful, kill from far. 
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Thus Adramelech and the arch fiend found 
The Olive mount, still burning to destroy. 


END OF THE SECOND BOOK. 


Here ended the labours of the author of this translation of the twe 
first books of Klopstock’s Messiah—Mr. John Temple Palmer. Im- 
mediately after completing the above, he left Boston; and on the 25th 


of March, 1822, was drowned while crossing a brook near Durham, 
Connecticut, in the mail stage. For an account of this melancholy 
event, and some netice of the character of our lamented correspon- 
dent, see our volume for 1822, p. 103. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
HYMNS FOR CHRISTMAS. 


Days of affliction! your gloom is declining ; 
Sadness and sin! ye may hasten your flight ; 
Beams of rich splendour around us are shining ; 


Visions of glory have burst on our sight. 








Welcome, O welcome, the promis’d salvation ; 
Jesus, the Mighty, descends from his throne ; 
Angels announce him with high acclamation ; 
Monarchs are destin’d to yield him the crown. 


Low though he lies, yet divine is his mission ; 
Vast are the treasures be comes to secure ; 
Pardon for guilt, and a hope to contrition ; 
Peace to the mourner, and love to the poor. 


Blest be the hour when, to mortals admiring, 
Gifts of such value their lustre display ; 

Pure is our faith, and, with rapture inspiring, 
Bright is the Star that illumines our way. 


Saviour Almighty ! accept our devotion ; 

Shed through this temple thy favour divine ; 
Guide with thy Spirit the heart’s strong emotion ; 
Smile on our altars and own them as thine. 


Days of affliction! your gloom is declining ; 
Sadness and sin! ye may hasten your flight ; 
Beams of rich splendour around us are shining ; 
Visions of glory have burst on our sight. 
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Tne prophet’s weeks, at length, fulfill’d, 
Give promise of a brighter day ; 

And Cesar’s arms a triumph yield, 
For blest Emmanuel’s peaceful sway. 


The altar fires more faintly glow, 
And trembling saints in transport stand ; 
Judea’s sons forget the wo 


Which long has veil’d their guilty land. 


And now, low bending from on high, 
The heav’nly host, a shining throng, 
With loud hosannahs fill the sky, 


And this the burden of their song : 


Mortals, awake! with transport rise, 
And view your great Deliv’rer near ; 

With joy lift up your wond’ring eyes, 
And hail a Saviour’s entrance here. 


Go, seek, in David’s town, your Lord, 
And bow before his humble throne ; 
Go, worship the incarnate Word, 
And thus, with angels, praise the Son: 


Glory to Him who comes from heav’n ! 

The world’s Redeemer! Prince of peace! 
Salvation now to men is giv’n, 

And Jesus’ reign shall never cease. S. 


| ommemmmaniamel 
ee 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 


From the journal of the proceedings of the eighth annual convention of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in this diocese, holden on the 6th, 
7th, 8th, and 10th of May, 1824, the following particulars are se- 
lected. 

The committee on the state of the Church report, “ That since the 
last convention, the Church has continued to prosper, in a degree com- 
mensurate with all reasonable hopes and expectations, The Sunday 
schools have generally continued in a flourishing condition. Four new 
congregations have been added to the Church; the number of com- 
municants has been greatly augmented. It has pleased the great 
Head of the Church, to bless the efforts of the ministry, and to dispose 
the hearts of the people to increased piety and purity ; and the pro- 
gres= ° .¢ faith is such, as to call for renewed gratitude te God fer 
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these marks of his favour. The unwearied labours of our venerable 
bishop, during the sbort time he has been in the diocese, have impart- 
ed a new tone to the interests of the Church; and the extent of these 
blessings may be seen in the annexed journal, replete with interest 
and information, and which at the same time obviates a more detailed 
performance of the duty confided to the committee.” 

From the journal of Bishop Raveascroft, alluded to in the above 
report, it appears, that he had, besides preaching and administering 
the Lord’s supper in different parts of the state, consecrated two new 
churches, and administered, at twelve different times, the holy rite of 
confirmation to 195 persons. In the conclusion of his journal, Bishop 
Ravenscroft observes, 

“« Thus, my brethren, have I laid before you the course of my la- 
bours in the diocese since I was called to the administration of its 
concerns. ‘The narrative is necessarily succinct in its details; but 
sufficient, I would hope, to suggest to the assembled council of the 
Church, those measures, which are at once necessary and practicable, 
for the advancement of those high interests which we all have at heart. 
That there exists throughout the country, particularly in the middle 
and eastern sections of the state, a sentiment of respect and affection 
for the Church of their fathers, is proved to me by many testimonies ; 
and by none more, than by the cordial welcome | have every where 
met with. ‘To cherish and keep alive this sentiment, and to fan into 
a flame of active exertion this smoking flax, will depend on the mea- 
sures you shall bring into operation. ‘To show, then, that there is a 
rallying point; that there is a body of their brethren steadily engaged 
in devising and maturing plans for their relief, and for extending to 
them the benefit of religious ministrations, as speedily as the nature of 
the case will admit of, will encourage them to endure yet longer; will 
stir them up, to meet your recommendations with hearty concurrence ; 
and arm them to resist those insidious insinuations, which apply the 
desolateness of their scattered and insulated condition, as an argument 
to abandon the cause. To lay before them a well devised system for 
bringing into operation the means we possess, and applying them ex- 
clusively to the interests of the Church, will create confidence, and 
increase ability. Much that is now latent, will show itself; and 
much that is now squandered in other directions, will return into its 
proper channel, 

* To exertions of this and every other kind, we are strongly stimu- 
lated, my brethren, by a review of what it hath pleased God to do for 
us in the few short years of the Church’s revival. To look at what 
we were seven years back, and to look at what we are this day, must 
move the most indifferent to step forth, that they may be workers to- 
gether with God, in this moral renovation ; must encourage the most 
timid, not to despair of success; and engage every heart, every head, 
and every hand, in prayer, in counsel, and in action, for the prosperi- 
ty of Zion. In all your operations, you may count upon my most 
hearty co operation; and may the spirit of counsel and sound wisdom, 
rest upon all your labours, and guide them to a happy issue.”’ 
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Twenty-eight congregations of the Protestant Episcopal Church are 
stated to exist in the diocese, between which the services of seven 
clergymen are divided. The number of baptisms reported for the 
year preceding the convention was 158; and the number of commu- 
nicants in eleven of the churches is 433. 

In the appendix to the journal is a letter from Bishop Ravens- 
croft, on his election to the episcopate of North Carolina, from which 
we make the following extracts, 


“ St. James’s Parish, 25th April, 1823. 

** Rev, and dear sir and brother,—yYour favour of the 14th instant, 
announcing the very unlooked-for circumstance of my election as their 
bishop, by the convention of North Carolina, was received last night, 
by the hands of the Rev. Mr. Green. I trust, that the finger of God is 
too plainly marked in this work, to permit any hesitation on my part, 
in giving myself to this call of the Church. Personally a stranger to 
the great majorily of the convention, and with but a transient acquain- 
tance with any of that body; while to the diocese at large I am 
actually unknown, I[ must surrender all faith in the superintending care 
of the great Head of the Church over his members, if 1 could doubt the 
destination to which he appoints me ; and I humbly thank him for the 
relief thus given me against the sense of my own insufficiency for so 
awlully responsible a station, from the doubts and fears which will so 
frequently cloud the calls to spiritual duty, and for the confirmation 
given to the whole by your unanimity. 

‘“* Such as I am, therefore, I surrender myself to the service of the 
diocese ; beseeching Him who took David from the sheepfold, and 
apostles from the fishing net, to furnish, guide, and dispose of me to 
the advancement of his glory, the good of his Church, the safety, 
honour, and welfare of his people. 

‘* | shall go on to Philadelphia to the General Convention, with the 
testimonials furnished me, and should that body judge me worthy of 
the office, I shall take upon me the sacred office to which I am thus 
called ; and shortly after my return home, will visit such part of the 
diocese as shall be within my reach, arid for such purposes as may be 
wanted.” 

*¢ Pecuniary emolument enters not into my calculation, beyond that 
decent support which the scripture warrants the workman to require 
and receive. This, I understand, will be furnished through the Ra- 
leigh congregation, in. addition to what is given by the convention— 
and therewith | am content. As I have received no communication 
from them, I leave it to you to inform them of my willingness to take 
charge. 

** Requesting the favour of you to present me most respectfully to 
the standing committee, informing them of my purpose; and begging 
an interest in your prayers, and in those of your congregation, | am, 
your friend and brother, in the fellowship of the gospel. 

nae JNO. S. RAVENSCROFT. 
Rev. Apam Enpre, President of Standing Committee. 
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CONNECTICUT. 


The annual convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Con- 
necticut was holden at Litchfield, on the 2d and 3d of June, 1824, at 
which were present the Bishop, 31 presbyters and deacons, and 36 
lay delegates. The baptisms reported for the preceding year were 
509, in forty-seven churches ; and the present number of communi- 
cants in 33 churches was stated at 2809. The communicants in the 
other churches of the diocese were not reported. It also appears from 
the journals of the conventions of 1822 and 1823, published in con. 
nexion with that of the convention of 1824, that during the three 
years, in the churches from which reports were made, there have been 
1587 baptisms. In the course of the three ecclesiastical years above 
named, the Bishop has confirmed 923 persons ; and during the same 
period of time he has consecrated four new churches, and ordained 
fourteen deacons and ten priests. When it is considered that baptisms 
were reported only from about two thirds of the churches in the state, 
and the communicants from less than half of them, it appears most 
evident that our Zion in that diocese is in a prosperous condition. 

From Bishop Brownell’s address to the convention of 1824, are the 
following interesting paragraphs. 

‘** At our last meeting, I had the pleasure of congratulating you on 
the passage of an act, by the general assembly of this state, for the 
establishment of a college, to be under the patronage and principal 
direction of members of our Church; provided thirty thousand dollars 
should be raised for its endowment by private contribution. I have 
now the satisfaction of announcing to you that more than the requisite 
sum has been raised, to render the charter available. Nearly fifty 
thousand dollars have been subscribed to this object, within the dio- 
cese ; the greater portion of which bas been contributed by the city of 
Hartford, in which the institution is established. The college will 
be organized, and go into operation without delay. Arrangements 
have been made for procuring a library and suitable philosophical 
apparatus, and preparations are in train for erecting the necessary 
buildings for the accommodation of students, and for publick rooms. 
‘Though these edifices can hardly be completed before the next spring, 
yet it is purposed to be ready for the reception of students the en- 
suing autumn, and, in the mean time, to procure accommodation for 
them in private families. 

*‘ It will be the object of the trustees of the institution, to seek the 
ablest professors that can be obtained, in order to insure the requisite 
number of students to support the establishment. It is hoped also that 
the organization of the institution will be thought to contain some im- 
provements on the ordinary systems of education, calculated to pro- 
cure for it the favourable notice of the publick.”’ 

From the address to the convention of 1823, is the following impor- 
tant intelligence, with the Bishop’s judicious remarks, upon the sub- 
ject of parish funds generally. Acts of Christian beneficence like that 
belowmentioned cannot be too widely known, that others, blessed with 
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the means, may be induced to contribute of their abundance to like 
pious purposes. 

‘‘ The parishes of New Milford and Brookfield, under the rector- 
ship of the Rev. Mr. Benham, have with great liberality raised a fund, 
the interest of which is nearly adequate to the support of the rector. 
The parish of Middletown has lately come in possession of a fund to 
the amount of about 12,000 dollars, by a pious bequest from the late 
Stephen Clay. Considerable additions have also been made to the 
funds of some other parishes within the past year. It has been urged 
that large parish funds have a tendency to produce negligence on the 
part of the minister, and indifference on the part of the people. But 
however this may be, it is at least desirable that every parish should 
have a permanent income equal to at least a moiety of the rector’s 
salary, as a security against those fluctuations to which all parishes 
are liable ; while the interest of the congregation may be kept alive 
by the necessary provision for the remainder, and by those occasional 
calls for the general objects of the Church,which are not less fruitful in 
blessings to those who give, than to those who receive.” 

How easy it would be for the wealthy individuals to be found in 
most of our parishes, without any injury to their families, to make that 
provision for the maintenance of the institutions of the Church, which 
with the Divine blessing would not only be a sufficient guarantee for 
their permanency, but would place the benefits of them within the 
reach of the poor, to whom the gospel should especially be preached. 

It appears from the appendix to the journal of 1824, that the Epis- 
copal Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge in Connecti- 
cut, expended, in the year previous, for missionary and other religious 
purposes about 800 dollars. 

The persons who were candidates for holy orders, at the time of 
that convention, were Messrs. George Shelton, Norman Pinney, Asa 
Griswold, Harry Finch, and William H. Lewis. 


MARYLAND. 


The convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Maryland met 
in St. Paul’s, Baltimore, on the 16th, 17th, and 18th of June, 1824, 
Present Right Rev. James Kemp, D. D., Bishop of the diocese ; 33 pres- 
byters ; 3 deacons, and 35 lay delegates. ‘The whole number of cler- 
gymen in the diocese is stated at 45, and the number of parishes at 
64. Parochial reports were made from thirty-eight churches only. 
In these there are stated to be 2857 communicants; and that there 
have been 1239 baptisms during the year previous to the time of the 
convention. 

The Bishop states, in his address to the convention, that he had 
consecrated, within the year preceding, three churches ; visited 24 ; 
confirmed 499 persons, and ordained six priests. The number of can- 
didates for holy orders in the diocese was six. : 
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NEW JERSEY. 


The following paragraphs conclude the address of the Right Rev. 
Bishop Croes to the annual convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in New Jersey, holden at Trenton, in St. Michael’s church, 
on Wednesday, August 18, 1824. 

** More clergymen belong to the Church in this diocese, and officiate 
in it, than at any former period ; consequently many churches bereto- 
fore vacant, have stated Divine service, and the ministration of the word 
and ordinances. If we compare the state of the Church, in this d'o- 
cese, as it was reported in the year 1814, and in no previous petiod, 
since the revolution, had it been materially better—with its state at 
this time, we shall see a manifest progress in all its concerns, a pro- 
gress greater than we could reasonably have expected, considering the 
difficulties with which it has bad to struggle. At that time, its number 
of clergymen was eight, now it is sixteen ; and in the course of a few 
days will be seventeen, besides the partial services it will receive 
from two clergymen of the neighbouring dioceses. ‘Then, the number 
of churches, which enjoyed the stated services of the sanctuary, was 
ten, now twenty or twenty-one congregations are blessed with that 
great privilege. Of twenty-six churches, one of which has been 
erected within the last year, several have either been rebuilt, ime 
proved, or new modelled, since that time: so that, with the exception 
of one, they are all in excellent repair. To supply the still vacant 
churches, a missionary is appointed, who will be able to afford them 
frequent services. 

‘** The funds which have been successively instituted for the ad- 
yancement of the Church, in this diocese; as the fund for the relief 
of the widows and children of deceased clergymen, the missionary 
fund, the episcopal fund, and the fund of the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge, &c., are in a state of gradual increase, and 
have already contributed, under the blessing of God, to the prosperi- 
ty of our Church, and consequently been the instruments of much 
good. 

‘¢ With this increase of the means for the visible prosperity of the 
Church, we may reasonably indulge the hope, that, through the influ- 
ence of divine grace, her spiritual interests are also advancing ; that 
true and undefiled religion is making progress in the hearts of her 
members; the only certain evidence of which is a good life and 
conversation. 

“For all these blessings, it becomes us, my brethren, to raise our 
hearts, in grateful acknowledgments, to Almighty God; and they 
should, at the same time, inspire us with new zeal and exertions, in 
the promotion of His glory. 

«* [ now offer the parochial reports, which have been presented to 
me, by the proper oflicers of the several congregations in the diocese, 
that they may be read, for the information of the convention and in- 
serted in the journal.” 
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From the parochial reports it appears, that in the ecclesiastical 
year of the Church in New Jersey preceding the convention, 140 
persons have been baptized ; and that the present number of commu- 
nicants is 709. 

The following is Bishop Croes’s opinion of the General Theological 
Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States. 

‘* On Tuesday the 27th July, and the three following days, I at- 
tended the annual meeting of the trustees of the General Thelogical 
Seminary of our Church, in New York, and the examination of the 
students of that institution. 

‘* I state it, with confidence, when I say, that no unprejudiced per- 
son, in any tolerable degree qualified to judge, attended the examina- 
tion of the students of that institution, without being powerfully im- 
pressed with the truth, that the seminary is one of high desert, that its 
professors are gentlemen well qualified. for their stations, both as it 
respects their learning, aptness to teach, suavity of manneré and de- 
votion to the work, and to the interests of the seminary: and that the 
students exhibited undeniable evidence, not only of the care, the skill, 
and the accuracy, with which they had been taught ; but also of the 
industry they had exercised, and the high attainments they had made, 
in every branch of theological knowledge. 

** Can such an institution be neglected by any member, or portion 
of members of our Church ? Can it be suffered to want sufficient funds 
for its support ; and therefore be checked in its progress, or permit- 
ted to decline? It must not be. Churchmen cannot be so indifferent 
to the well being and progress of their religion: they cannot subject 
themselves to such severe reproach,” 


MASSACHUSETTS.—CHURCH AT CAMBRIDGE. 


The following Circular Letter has been distributed by the Committee 
on the state of this church, appointed by the last Convention. 


Sir,—-At the annual convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the state of Massachusetts, held in Trinity church, in the city of Bos- 
ton, on Wednesday the 16th of June, 1824, the following preamble 
and resolutions were unanimously adopted ; the committee therein 
named having been appointed by the bishop as president of the con- 
vention. 

** Whereas the church at Cambridge is in so ruinous a condition that 
divine service has been suspended therein for eighteen months last 
past, whereby the inhabitants of that town in communion with the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, and those students in the university who 
have been educated in the Church, have been, and stil] are, deprived of 
the privilege of worshipping God according to the ritual of this Church ; 
and the said inhabitants, from the fewness of their number, are unable 
to meet the expense of making the necessary repairs of the church: 

‘s And whereas certain individual efforts have been made without 
effect for the purpose of putting said church in decent repair, for the 
restoration of divine worship therein : 
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** And whereas it is, in the opinion ef this convention, a matter o 
general concern to the Episcopalians in this commonwealth and else- 
where in the United States, that their sons should enjoy equal advan- 
tages at the university, with the sons of those of other denominations 
of professing Christians : 

‘¢ It is therefore resolved, as the sense of this convention, That a 
general and united effort ought to be made by the members of our 
Church within this commonwealth, to place the church at Cambridge 
in a suitable state of repair, for the celebration of divine worship 
therein. 

** Resolved, That the Rev. Samuel F. Jarvis, D. D., the Rev. Asa 
Eaton, Thomas Perkins, Esq., the Hon. Dudley Atkyns Tyng, Samuel 
Dunn Parker, Esq., Mr. Francis Wilby, and James C. Merrill, Esq., 
be a committee to carry this resolution into effect ; and that all sums 
contributed for this object, be remitted to the said committee, who will 
take the necessary measures for the judicious expenditure of all sums 
received by them in repairing said church.” 


The first meeting of this committee was held on the 16th of July, 
when it was resolved to make application in the first place to the 
government of Harvard university ; the committee being desirous to 
take all measures for the accomplishment of their object, not only 
with the concurrence, but also with the express approbation and sup- 
port of that corporation. In pursuance of this resolution, the follow- 
ing letter, signed by all the members of the committee, was sent a few 
days after. 


To the President and Fellows of Harvard Unwersity. 


GenTLemen,—The undersigned, a committee of the convention of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the state of Massachusetts, res- 
pectfully beg leave to place before you a copy of certain votes passed 
by the convention relative to the Episcopal church in Cambridge, and 
to solicit the aid of the institution over which you preside, in conjunc- 
tion with the friends and proprietors of the church, in effecting the 
repairs of that edifice. . 

From a careful estimate, it is ascertained that the sum of three 
thousand dollars will be necessary for the purpose. So large a sum 
cannot probably be obtained without extending our appeal beyond the 
Episcopalians of this state; and we know not where we can with 
more propriety commence our application than by addressing the 
governours of that institution, a considerable portion of the members ot 
which will be benefited by the result. 

The sons of Episcopalians who have resided at the university for 
several years past have not been less than one seventh of the whole 
number of students. To the parents of so numerous a body it will 
doubtless be gratifying, that their sons should enjoy the privilege of 
worshipping God according to the ritual of their own Church ; and 
the fact that Harvard university should have aided in securing to Epis- 
copalians that privilege, could not but operate as an inducement to 
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many, to select for the education of their sons, a seminary pre-emi- 
nent in other advantages. j 

In making this application, it is encouraging to us to have been as- 
sured by the respected president of Harvard university that the cor- 
poration “ are sincerely disposed to join in measures for such an 
object, and do what they can for its attainment.” We are, &c. 


To this letter the committee have had the satisfaction to receive the 
following answer, addressed by the president of the university to 
their chairman. 

Harvard College, Nov. 9, 1824. 

Dear stx,—At a late meeting of the corporation of Harvard Col- 
lege the board took into consideration your note and statements in re- 
gard to the design of repairing the Episcopal church. The corpora- 
tion are much gratified at the prospect of this church being re-estab- 
lished. They are disposed to concur in the measure, and give aid as 
far as in their power. ‘They have accordingly authorized the treasu- 
rer, in behalf of the corporation, to subscribe three hundred dollars to 
wards the object. With great esteem and regard, I am, &c. 


JOHN T. KIRKLAND. 
Rev. Dr. Jarvis. 


Encouraged by this expression of good will, the committee no longer 
hesitate to bring the subject before the publick, and to urge the reasons 
which, in their estimation, and they trust in the estimation of their 
fellow Christians, will be sufficient to induce them to contribute their 
aid to re-establish the church at Cambridge. 

To the members of the Protestant Episcopal Church a concise his- 
tory of the church will show its claims on their benevolence. 

About the year 1759, several gentlemen of the town of Cambridge, 
members of the Church of England, petitioned the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel to grant them a missionary ‘* who might 
officiate not only for them, and other members of the Church of Eng- 
jJand in the adjacent towns, but also to such students of Harvard Col- 
lege as were of the Episcopal Church, and who were then obliged, at 
a great inconveniency, to go to Boston for an opportunity of publick 
worship, according to the liturgy of the Church of England.”’ This 
petition was granted by the society, and the Rev. Mr. (afterwards Dr.) 
Apthorp, appointed to the mission. ‘The church was opened the first 
time for divine service in October, 1761. Dr. Apthorp was succeed- 
ed by Mr. Serjeant, who continued at Cambridge till the revolution. 
Since that period there has been no settled clergyman, and during the 
war the church was deserted and almost ruined. Its fine organ was 
plundered of its pipes, and the building itself, so beautiful for its archi- 
tectural symmetry, was defaced and left,to decay. On the return of 
peace, a few gentlemen of the congregation who stil! remained, encou- 
raged by Dr. Parker, then rector of Trinity church, Boston, and after. 
wards bishop of the state, who with characteristick zeal offered occa- 
sionally to visit them, took measures to fit the church for service. The 
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repairs, however, were slight and temporary ; but slight as they were, 
they were productive of much good. The service and sermons were read 
every Sunday by resident graduates of the university, who were thus 
supported, while they prepared themselves for holy orders. Of this 
number was the late lamented Bishop Dehon, who was afterwards an 
instrument under Divine Providence of such extensive usefulness, and 
whose wrilings are a treasure which the whole Church combine to 
acknowledge and appreciate. 

But while the church at Cambridge was thus useful, as an initiato- 
ry school to candidates for holy orders, the want of a pastor prevent- 
ed the flock from increasing, with the increase of population, while its 
numbers were constantly diminished by deaths and removals, There 
are still, however, a few remaining, who are ardently attached to our 
worship, and who mourn for the privations they are obliged to suffer. 
For the church is now in so ruinous a condition, that during nearly two 
years there has been a total suspension in it of all religious services. 

But much as the few Episcopalians at Cambridge deserve our sym- 
pathy, it is not on their account that the committee make their most 
forcible appeal. ‘The resuscitation of this church is an object which 
now derives its chief importance from the number of Episcopal students 
at Harvard university. ‘They have amounted for a series of years to 
one seventh of the whole number, and at the time in which the church 
was closed, there were at the least, forty-five, a large proportion of 
which were from the southern and middle states. ‘The church at Cam- 
bridge is therefore to be considered as a chapel for Episcopal stu- 
dents, and as such a subject of general interest. If the influence of 
early impressions and habits be properly considered, the state of this 
church will produce a feeling of anxious solicitude in the bosom of 
every parent in our communion who wishes to have his children en- 
joy the advantages which that distinguished and richly endowed uni- 
versity offers. 

To their brethren of other denominations, who may be disposed to 
contribute towards this benevolent object, the committee beg leave to 
present the following considerations. By repairing this church, and 
providing for regular worship in it, no injury can be inflicted on any 
other society or religious body. It is well known that in the Episco- 
pal Church there is not a proselyting spirit. Ardently attached as we 
are to her institutions; believing as we do, that they are of divine 
origin ; and desirous as we are to see all men unite in what we believe 
to be so excellent; there is no disposition to molest others because 
they differ from us in sentiment. Weonly ask to be placed upon the 
same level as to religious advantages with others. We ask that our 
sons may enjoy the benefits which the celebrated university at Cam- 
bridge offers, without our being subjected to the loss of those Christian 
privileges which a!] others possess. The students are not allowed to 
come to Boston to attend divine service ; and the Episcopalians, their 
own church being closed, are required to attend constantly at the 
college chapel. We ask those who differ from us in doctrine or in 
forms of worship, to make the case their own, by supposing their sons 
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to be subject to similar restrictions. We think we cannot make a 
more effectual appeal than this to any who seriously and reflectingly 
profess and call themselves Christians. 

To the friends of Harvard university, in particular, the committee 
think they may appeal with peculiar propriety, confident that, when 
facts are fully known, they shall not appeal in vain. 

It bas been already stated, that for a series of years the number of 
Episcopal. students at the university was about one seventh of the 
whole number ; and that at the time when the church was closed, there 
were at ihe least forty-five, most of whom were from the southern and 
middle states. ‘The next year, while the whole numberof students 
was smaller, the proportion of Episcopalian students had increased. 
From inquiry among them it was found that from fifty-two to fifty-five 
were to be so denominated. Ail these had come to Cambridge under 
the impression that there was an Episcopal church which they might 
attend, as stated on the circulars containing the terms of admission to 
the university. Instead of this, they found the church in ruins, and 
their parents have of course been informed that they were obliged to 
attend the college chapel. ‘The present year the number of students 
from the southern and middle states has greatly decreased; and it 
has come within the knowledge of the committee, that several distin- 
guished persons have declined sending their sons to the university 
from religious motives. The power of these motives will be fully 
understood, when it is known that as a literary institution Harvard 
university is most highly valued in the southern states. The commit- 
tee hesitate not to say that there is an affectionate feeling towards it ; 
a feeling not far remote from that veneration which is cherished here, 
and which every inhabitant of Massachusetts who wishes well to the 
interests of learning, must desire to see extended. But to accomplish 
this desirable object the impediments must be removed; and one 
great impediment will be removed if the Episcopal church at Cam- 
bridge is placed on a solid and permanent basis. Setting aside all 
other considerations, therefore, the very interests of the university 
require the immediate resuscitation of the church; and it would not 
have been money ill laid out, if the whole expense of repairing it 
had come from the college treasury. 

By an estimate made under the direction of the wardens of the 
church, it appears that three thousand dollars is the least sum which 
will be required to put the building in good repair. But, large as that 
sum is, the committee are sanguine enough to hope that the benevo- 
lence of the publick will not be limited by that sum, It is important 
for the interests of the college as well as of the Church, that a clergy- 
man should be permanently established there, of such respectable 
character as to secure the esteem of the faculty, the affections of the 
students, and the entire confidence of the parents. He should be 
respectable for his attainments in science and learning, and courteous 
and winning in his manners, as well as exemplary for his piety and 
prudefice. But the services of such a clergyman cannot be obtained, 
unless he shall be placed in respect to salary on a level with the offi- 
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cers of the university. It is possible that one may be found whose 
private fortune will place him above such considerations, and who 
will consider the good he may accomplish as a sufficient reward for 
his exertions. But it is evident that no reliance can be placed upon 
so precarious a contingency ; and the committee therefore feel it their 
duty to urge the importance of providing at least an incipient fund 
for the support of the minister. All sums, therefore, which may be 
subscribed over and above the three thousand dollars requisite for 
repairing the church, will be made over to the trustees of donations 
to the Protestant Episcopal Church in the state of Massachusetts, to 
be held by them in trust for the specifick object of increasing the 
salary of the rector of Christ church, Cambridge. The respectable 
and permanent character of this corporation is well known throughout 
the Eastern Diocese ; but for the satisfaction of persons at a distance, 
the committee think it proper to state, that to the same corporation is 
confided the care of the Bishop’s fund, and that of the Church lands in 
the state of New Hampshire, If, therefore, any benevolent indi- 
viduals should feel disposed to contribute of their abundance for the 
support of a parish, which, consisting of young men from every quar- 
ter of the union, may be considered as a nursery containing the germs 
of many other parishes, they may feel the most perfect confidence 
that their bounty will not be dissipated, nor diverted from its proper 
use. 

It is with such views of the importance of reviving the church at 
Cambridge, as it regards the interests both of religion and learning, 
that the committee are induced to apply to you, and to solicit your 
aid in circulating the foregoing information, and procuring subscrip- 
tions to the accompanying paper. Should you comply with their 
wishes, they further request that you will return the subscription pa- 
per as soon as may be convenient and expedient. 
Samver F. Jarvis, 

Asa Eaton, 
Tuomas Perkins, 
Duptey A. Tyne, 
Samuet D. Parker, 
Francis Wizey, 
James C. Merrie. 

At a recent meeting of the committee, James Bowporn, Esq. was 
elected treasurer. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Owr1ne to the absence of one of the conductors, several articles were 
mislaid, which was the cause of No. 3, of the Essays on the Character 
of the Writings of St. Paul, being printed instead of No. 2, which bas 
since been found, and will appear in our next number. 
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